Prospectors and Citizens of Oregon,

   Lately, prospectors and small scale miners have been portrayed as mean malicious, unscrupulous people, who run around the backwoods wreaking havoc on the rivers and streams in Oregon. That could be true of a few, but let’s call those people law breakers or criminals.

   Today, the average prospector/small scale miner probably belongs to at least one nonprofit gold club. These clubs promote only ethical, legal means to extract the yellow metal. Today’s miners are your parents, grandparents, friends and neighbors. We have over 200 of the nicest folks you could find in my club, North Bend Prospectors. Yet, we feel like we are being hunted and singled out by a list of government agencies. The proposed changes by some Oregon state agencies requiring permits to mine in state waters make it impossible to operate in many places, without exceeding their new limits.

   As an example Oregon Dept of Environmental Quality’s new 700pm dredge permit turbidity from your device can not affect the full width of the stream. On five of our six claims, the stream isn’t even two foot wide and only several inches deep. How are you going to comply? Not even a simple sluice box would be legal to use on our claims. Our mining association paid good money on these claims for years, allowing our members to have a legitimate place to mine. Our members also pay the $25.00 annual DEQ fee for the (700pm Dredge Permit), and when you sign this document you agree to the rules and the penalties for not complying. Guess what the fine is for exceeding the turbidity rule? One of the many examples are five years in prison and or a $100,000.00 fine; seems a little steep, doesn’t it? Would you enter into a contract like that? What if your fishing license was similar? Would you sign it? Speaking of fishing license, for five bucks more than our dredge permit, you can “harass and release” or even kill fish, statewide. You can tromp up and down the same streams and, make the water muddy if you wish and there is no problem. No law was broken.

Relax, I’m not wanting to get into it with you fisherman. I’m the “catch and fillet” type of fisherman, myself. It’s just important that rules have to be equitable or things get out of hand. I can’t believe this is the same D.E.Q. that I dealt with in the past. A few years ago, I worked for a CCA (chromium, copper arsenic) lumber treating plant in my area. They had a huge spill. Thousands of gallons overwhelmed the containment. This material flowed a hundred yards across the plant site and sunk into the ground. 911 was called, D.E.Q. was notified. No one came. Nothing was done. Yet, if you break any of the impossible dredging rules that deal only with stream water and sediments that are already in the streambed, then there’s hell to pay, I don’t get it!

   ODEQ rules will kill the industry and there are a bunch of gold clubs in Oregon and many of them much larger than ours. We vote and we spend money. Besides prospecting equipment, we buy gas, tires, we use motels and restaurants. We pay maintenance fees on our claims, buy ATVs, and much more. In these economic times, this isn’t the time to stifle an industry as far reaching and harmless as ours. All of us folks, that use the lands outside the city limits, have got to “take our heads out” and look at what’s going on in Oregon and other states. The same steel gate that keeps us in town will do the same for hunters, 4 wheelers, horseback enthusiasts, mushroom pickers. You get the picture.

If we don’t stick together, we will “swing” separately. It doesn’t even take a steel gate. It just takes a small group of uninformed people making the rules without science involved or taking input from those that are affected by their decisions. Go online and study up on the DEQ 700pm permit. Get involved. Write someone. Let’s make it fair.

Bob Baldwin

North Bend Prospectors

